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again for review, and they must stand
up for a long-term recovery of an amaz-
ing, devastating flood like Hurricane
Harvey that had 51.22 inches, 21 trillion
gallons of water, and Houston under-
water for a period of days.

We must help the American people
and Texans.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF THOMAS
DAY, JR.

(Mr. KIHUEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KIHUEN. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise to remember the life of Thomas
Day, Jr.

Thomas loved spending time with his
four kids, Whitney, Candice, Kelsey,
and Nolan, and his two grandkids. He
loved boating with his family, cheering
for the Pittsburgh Steelers, and coach-
ing Little League baseball.

He worked as an estimator for Por-
trait Construction for more than 20
years and was very personable and
friendly with everyone he met. His
children’s friends called him ‘Daddy
Day”’.

Thomas will be remembered by all
those who knew him as a fun-loving
and amagzing family man.

I would like to extend my condo-
lences to Thomas Day’s family and
friends, and please note that the city of
Las Vegas, the State of Nevada, and
the whole country grieve with you.

———
BRINGING JUSTICE TO DREAMERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. AL GREEN) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader.

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, once again I am honored to stand in
the well of the House of Representa-
tives.

I have been blessed and fortunate
enough to stand here and to have the
opportunity to vote on some of the
great issues of our time. I am proud to
say that I was here to vote on the Af-
fordable Care Act, and I am proud to
say that I still stand behind the Afford-
able Care Act.

I was here to vote on the Lilly
Ledbetter Fair Pay legislation. I still
stand behind what we did on that great
occasion.

I was here to vote on a good many
pieces of legislation, but I must tell
you, Mr. Speaker, I am very proud to
have been here today to see the Honor-
able NANCY PELOSI as she took a stand
for those who cannot be here to stand
for themselves. She took a stand for
the DREAMers, and not only did she
speak for them and stand up for them,
she also literally took a stand on her
feet for more than 8 hours in heels.

Mr. Speaker, that is a part of history
that I will forever remember, and I am
proud to have been here, not in the
room for the entirety of the time, I
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must tell you. A good many of us were
afforded the opportunity to go in and
out, but she stood there for the en-
tirety of the 8 hours and spoke elo-
quently about the mneeds of the
DREAMers, spoke eloquently about the
things that they have done to make
our country a better place, spoke elo-
quently about how America the Beau-
tiful is a more beautiful America be-
cause they are here.

I would like to associate myself with
her comments. I believe that she is a
part of that avant garde that will ulti-
mately bring justice to those young
people who came here, not of their own
volition, but who came here with some-
one, some parent, some significant
other, some person who had care, cus-
tody, and control, and who have done
all of the right things, save having
been born here, and deserve an oppor-
tunity to remain in this country.

So, Ms. PELOSI, wherever you are, I
want you to know that I have great ad-
miration for you and I adore you for
what you have done tonight.

Mr. Speaker, I am here to also speak
on behalf of a constituent, Mr. Jose
Escobar. Mr. Speaker, he is my con-
stituent. He lived in my congressional
district. I do regret that he has been
deported to El Salvador, but notwith-
standing the distance between us, he is
still my constituent, just as I had a
constituent who was detained in China.

Notwithstanding the distance, this
was still my constituent, and we
fought with her husband and her
friends and other Members of Congress
to get her back to the United States of
America, and she has been returned.
The entirety of that time while she was
away, she still remained my con-
stituent, just as I have a constituent
who is currently in Syria being de-
tained.

We are going to fight to bring that
constituent back. That constituent
will be my constituent as long as I am
in the Congress of the United States of
America and that constituent is de-
tained in Syria. My hope is that we
will get our constituent back sooner
rather than later, but it doesn’t matter
about the time. What matters is that I
am committed to stay with that con-
stituent and make sure that his moth-
er and father believe that we are work-
ing with them to bring him home.

So it is, Mr. Speaker, with Mr.
Escobar. He is my constituent. He has
been deported to San Salvador in El
Salvador. Notwithstanding the fact
that he has been deported, he is still
someone that I am going to work to
bring back to this country.

Mr. Escobar came to this country at
the age of 15. He was brought here. He
came here right around the time the
earthquakes took place in January of
2001. While he was here, there was an-
other earthquake that took place on
February 13, 2001. These earthquakes
devastated El Salvador. There were
people who died. Hundreds of people
died.

As we do in this country, we offered
TPS, temporary protected status, to
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those persons who came here from El
Salvador who were here in this coun-
try. We didn’t want to send them back
to devastation. We didn’t want to put
them in harm’s way. We are a caring
Nation. We showed how much we care
by giving them the opportunity to have
temporary protected status.

His mother sought temporary pro-
tected status for herself and her son.
His mother believed that she and her
son had temporary protected status.
However, Mr. Speaker, later on when
Mr. Escobar sought to get his renewal
of the temporary protected status, he
discovered that a mistake had been
made. It is difficult to know what hap-
pened, but it wasn’t done with any kind
of malice aforethought. There was a
mistake that was made that could have
been corrected, I believe, but it wasn’t.

Mr. Escobar did not run and hide. He
presented himself. Mr. Escobar went to
the authorities. He tried his best to
correct this mistake, and in the proc-
ess of doing this, he maintained a life,
and in maintaining his life, he did what
ordinary people do, what people do who
are young: he married. He married
Rose Escobar.

While they were married, they had
two beautiful children. He now has a
daughter who is 4 years of age. He has
a son who is 8 years of age.
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His son and his daughter are here in
the United States of America, but I re-
gret to inform you, Mr. Speaker, that
Mr. Escobar is no longer in the United
States of America because on March 7,
2006, he was married, but on March 7,
2006, he was removed from this coun-
try. And it was done in such a way as
to create great sorrow, great pain,
within his family.

At the time of his removal, he was
working. At the time of his removal, he
was doing all of the things that we ex-
pect a man with a family to do. He was
taking care of his children. He was a
father to his children. He was taking
care of his wife, and she was taking
care of him. He was a good husband to
his wife. He was, by all counts, by all
standards, by any acid test, a good
American, saving the fact that he was
not born in the United States.

But he went in for what he thought
would be another visit because he had
a work permit, and when he went in to
visit the government by and through
his agents and immigration, these au-
thorities decided and did what I believe
they were ordered to do. I hold no
grudge against them. I think they were
doing what was required of them. They
were doing what they perceived to be
their jobs.

And in so doing, they detained him.
And in detaining him, his wife left with
their baby in her arms. She came be-
lieving they would all return home to-
gether, but she was separated from her
husband, children separated from their
father, and she went home and she
cried.

But she is strong. She did more than
simply cry. She decided that she was
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